GEORGE THE THIRD
from sea-sickness; and were much too unconcerned about the
world around them to appreciate Charlotte's kindness in leaving
the door of her saloon open so that they might hear her playing
on the harpsichord! Charlotte herself was quite unaffected by
the stormy crossing: she ate well, and played continuously.
Anson had been commanded to land the Princess at Greenwich,
but after a fortnight at sea and fearing the risk of interference
from French men-o'-war he decided to put into the first English
port he could. So Charlotte landed unexpectedly at Harwich
on September yth, 1761. There was no splendid reception such
as there would have been at Greenwich, only a few townsmen
who rushed to the water's edge to see who came in the ships
which battled their way into port. The Princess was then taken to
Witham in Essex, the home of the Earl of Abercorn, where she
stayed the night; and early next morning she was driven towards
the capital.
The Londoners gave her a Londoners' reception. The crowds
in the streets craned their necks to see the little seventeen years
old Princess who had come to be a wife of their popular young
King. They shouted themselves hoarse with delight as her
carriage passed by. It pleased them to see her dressed in ' English
style':
a fly cap with rich lace lappets, a stomacher ornamented with
diamonds, aad a gold brocade suit with a white ground.
At a quarter to three in the afternoon the procession reached
St James's Palace. Charlotte turned pale when she saw the
building which was to be one of her homes; and when her
confusion caused the Duchess of Hamilton to smile she said:
My dear Duchess, you may laugh, you have been married twice
but it is no joke to me.
Edward, Duke of York, assisted her to alight from the carriage,
and on his arm led her into the garden, where the King awaited
her. She would have knelt to George, but he took her in his
arms, and embraced her. Then he took her over to his mother,
and afterwards introduced her to the other members of the
royal family.
The King's countenance had fallen momentarily at first seeing
Charlotte. Her plainness must have stood out in marked contrast
to the beauty of the Lady Sarah.